Dear Parents/Guardians,

North Carolina law requires our school system to teach sex trafficking prevention and awareness as part of our reproductive health and safety education program. We have selected FreewayNC as our curriculum of choice. We want to reassure you that care is being taken to present this topic without explicit or scary content. The curriculum emphasizes making wise choices and responding to risky situations. 


According to the National Trafficking Resource Center hotline statistics, North Carolina has been ranked in the top ten states for reported human trafficking cases. Among these, sex trafficking is the most common type reported. Sex trafficking is defined as a commercial sex act induced by force, fraud or coercion. However, any minor led to perform a commercial sex act is a victim of sex trafficking regardless of whether force, fraud or coercion is used. Research shows traffickers target both boys and girls. Children, commonly of middle school and high school age, are being identified, groomed and exploited by traffickers. 


As parents or guardians, you play a critical role in the safety of your children and their friends. We encourage you to learn more about sex trafficking and talk with your child about the associated risks. We understand that trafficking is a difficult subject to discuss with your child, and we commend you for tackling this hard topic. Visit the parent’s page at FreewayNC.org for more information about trafficking and resources for getting help. You will also find information about the curriculum and the topics listed below.


We recommend you discuss the following topics with your child: 

 How traffickers identify and target minors

 How traffickers use social media to identify and groom victims

 How drug use and gang involvement increase vulnerability to trafficking

 General safeguards that are necessary to help protect your child from trafficking 

 The importance of electronic safeguards, such as using privacy settings and trusted apps
 How to respond to suspected trafficking 

 The National Human Trafficking Hotline (1-888-3737-888 or text BeFree) 

 
Feel free to contact us with any questions you may have.

Sincerely,
(Insert teacher or administrator’s name here.)
(Insert school or organization name here.)
